ENGLISH 206 




FINAL EXAM


            

   SPRING/2007
Comment (3-4 paragraphs each) on the significance of four of the following poems or passages, from Robert Frost, Edith Wharton, Willa Cather, Ernest Hemingway and Langston Hughes.  Explain the poem or passage, commenting on its style and meaning.  Discuss the ways each selection reveals and fulfills the writer’s literary and thematic intentions.  (Respond to one quote from each of the four writers.)  Papers should be delivered to my mailbox in the English Dept. (6th floor, Wheatley) before noon on Tuesday, May 22nd).
  1]
"Fire and Ice," by Robert Frost  
       2]
     “The Oven Bird,” by Robert Frost 
Some say the world will end in fire, 

There is a singer everyone has heard,
Some say in ice, 



Loud, a mid-summer and a mid-wood bird,
From what I've tasted of desire 

Who makes the solid tree trunks sound again
I hold with those who favor fire. 

He says that leaves are old and that for flowers
But if I had to perish twice, 


Mid-summer is to spring as one to ten. 
I think I know enough of hate 

He says the early petal-fall is past 

To say that for destruction ice 

When pear and cherry bloom went down in showers
Is also great 



On sunny days a moment overcast;
And would suffice. 



And comes that other fall we name the fall. 






He says the highway dust is over all. 






The bird would cease and be as other birds 






But that he knows in singing not to sing. 






The question that he frames in all but words 






Is what to make of a diminished thing. 

  3]
       Narrator: "I had the story, bit by bit, from various people, and, as generally happens in such cases, each time it 
       was a different story." -- Wharton, Ethan Frome
  4]       Harmon Gow, stage driver: "Guess he's been in Starkfield too many winters.  Most of the smart ones get away."  
       -- Wharton, Ethan Frome
  5]
"But we will begin this story with a summer morning long ago, when Mrs. Forrester was still a young woman, and Sweet Water was a town of which great things were expected." -- Cather, A Lost Lady
  6]
"We dreamed the railroads across them mountains, just as I dreamed my place on the Sweet Water." – Captain Forrester, from Cather, A Lost Lady
  7]
"He had given her a year of his life, and she had thrown it away." – Niel Herbert, from Cather, A Lost Lady
  8]

“The sun was just up over the hill.  There was the meadow, the river and the swamp.  There were birch trees in the green of the swamp on the other side of the river.  The river was clear and smoothly fast in the early morning.” -- Hemingway, “Big Two-Hearted River,” In Our Time
  9]
"In the early morning on the lake in the stern of the boat with his father rowing, he felt quite sure that he would never die." -- Hemingway, “Indian Camp,” In Our Time
 10]
“Still Here,” by Langston Hughes

11]
“Juke Box Love Song,” by Langston Hughes


I’ve been scarred and battered.


I could take the Harlem night



My hopes the wind done scattered.

And wrap around you,



Snow has friz me, sun has baked me.

Take the neon lights and make a crown,




Looks like between ‘em


Take the Lenox Avenue busses,




They done tried to make me

Taxis, subways,



Stop laughin’, stop lovin’, stop livin’ --

And for your love song tone their tumble down.




But I don’t care!



Take Harlem’s heartbeat,




I’m still here!



Make a drumbeat,









Put it on a record, let it whirl,









And while we listen to it play,









Dance with you till day –









Dance with you, my sweet Harlem girl. 
