Royall Tyler
The Contrast

English 206/2



Abigail Adams to her husband, John, in Paris on
December 23, 1793:

Loosing [sic] his Father young and having a very pretty
patrimony left him, possessing a sprightly fancy, a warm imagination
and an agreeable person, he was rat her negligent in persueing [sic]
his business in the way of his profession; and dissipated two or 3
years of his Life and too much of his fortune for to reflect upon with
pleasure; all of which he now laments but cannot recall....His mamma
IS in possession of a large Estate and he is a very favorite child. When
he proposed comeing [sic] to settle here he met with but little
encouragement, but he was determined upon the trial. He has
succeeded begond expectation, he has popular talants, and his
behavior has been unexceptionable since his residence in Town; in
consequence of which his Business daily increases. He cannot fail
making a distinguished figure in his profession if he steadily persues
[sic] it. I am not acquainted with any young Gentleman whose
attainments in literature are equal to his, who judges with greater
accuracy or discovers a more delicate and refined taste....

What ought I to say? I feel too powerful a pleader within my own
heart and too well recollect the Love I bore to the object of my early
affections to forbid him to hope. I feel a regard for him upon an
account you will smile at, I fancy I see in him Sentiments, opinions
and actions which endeared to me the best of Friends.



John Adams to his wife, Abigail, from Paris on
December 23, 1793:

I confess I dont [sic] like the Subject at all. My Child is
too young for such Thoughts, and I dont [sic] like your
Word “Dissipation” at all. I dont know what it means—it
may mean every Thing. There is not Modesty and
Diffidence enough in the Traits you Send me. My Child is a
Mode, as you represent her and as I knew her, and is not
be the Prize, I hope of any, even reformed Rake....A youth
who has been giddy enough to spend half his Fortune in
Gaieties is not the Youth for me, Let his Person, Family,
Connections and Taste for Poetry be what they will. I am
not looking out for a Poet, nor a Professor of belle Letters....

This is too serious a subject to equivocate about. I dont
like this Method of Courting Mothers. There is something
too fantastical and affected in all this business for me.
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Frederick-Toom. '
(20 202 2ates. ot
By Mr. M‘GRATHs COnitANY or COMEDIANS,

M- FITZGERALD ad Mis KITELYs NIGHT-

T A, e
Oan THURSDAY EVENING, March the soth, will be prefemted,

The Celebrated CoMED ¥ of—

THE CONTRAST:

(Writtenby a C1T12EY of the UNITED STATES)
Performed with Univerfal Applaufe at the Theatres, Philadeipbia, Nm—}’ork,
Baltimore, Alexandria, & GeorgeTown.

« EXULT each Patriot heart! this night is fhewn
« A Piece, which we may, fairly, call our own,

The Original PROL QG UE to be fpoken by Mr. MGRATH.

Colonel Maaly, . Mr, MG R
Van-Rough, N - Mr, nALBNﬂNl.
]dﬁmy. g . Mr SMITH.
nd jnnlthln, (wnh the eomic ang of  Yaakey Dondl.") Mr‘"}" I 11 *CErALD:
M.m, & Leticia TELY.
Jenn 5 . Mu PARSONS.
And Charlotte, . , Mus. MGRATH.,

Between the Play and Farce, ¢ Belles have at ye-All,” by Mrs. M*Grath.
To which will bc =ddcd, a Farce, g[ul:m by'the Mﬁor of the l'oor Soldier)

vAGREEABLE S'U,,RP'R.IS E

/s s.yE Palix 'nnﬂ,, [ S H‘r‘:l'l_” ’E ALD:
7 P ome 3 ¢ & . U8 BALEYTINE.
J(.:Iln»‘. L. v 2 it  GERALD.
) S . . = an AT,
#id Lingo, - . ® s y‘b.u‘ ATl-L ¢
. M, Chefhire, . . ¢ 2P
. B, . - - . s 8 :Lv
4ad Confip, . - . ¢ Py t-GRATH,

The wholeto conclude with A Morax Derence pr"nn STAGE, ¥ M Frrz-Grato:

Mr. Firz-Gerald, &’ Mifs Kieely, at the fame time sthat fnﬂdmnl’m of the Ladies. and .

Gentlemen of Frederick-Town, and its Vicinage, on chis- re(pe&[uﬂy affure
|hen;, ‘;u’; the Entertainments thall be as faithfully performed us umpnngly held out
In the Bi

& The Curtain to rife precifely at the appointed time, (Twenty Minutes patt SIX o'Clock.)

«16 Tickets of Admifiion, at Helf a Doller each, tobe had'at Mrs, m: Tavarn, and of Mr, Fitx.Gers
aid, a0d Mijz Kitely, at the Tuparns.

Mr. and Mrs, M‘GRaTH return their beft |cknowledgem¢nls to their Friends, lnd the ‘Publicy
who Honoured cheit propefed Benefit with their pi that
of the Weather, and other circumftances mlhmmg againft their lntcreﬂ, they have thrown the Re-
ceipts of that Night's Exhibition among the Company, an the hope of being advantaged by a real
Benefit ava future evening, for which occafion, a wcll felcted gfly and Farce will be prepnrcd,
Jnd duly Notified, ( Floreat Refpublica?)
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advertising a
performance in
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Maryland



THE

C O NTRAST,

C O M E D Y;

IN FIVE ACTS:

<

A

Lo WRITTEN BYA‘
CITIZEN or tue UNIT™ STATES;

P 5
- ~

l’crform‘d with Applauf( at the Theatres in NEw-YoRrk,
) PH;LAuqu A, and MARYLAND. :

B
R

AND wu.uﬂu) (under an A]’gmrmu of the Copy-Right ax )

THOMAS WIGNELL.‘.(

L @'\%M 1 *2344‘} : ':}

Primus ego in pamam

Aonio——dedpxi vertice Mufas.
Vizrcir, T
{ Tmitated. ) = v
Firft on our thores I'try TuaLia’s powers, ~ '
And bid the laghing, ufeful Maid be ours.

v e et o=

PHILADELPHIA:
§20M THE PRESS OF PRICIIARD & HALL, 1x MARKET STREET§
SETWAEEN SECOND AND FRONT STREETS,

M. D6C, XC.
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AS A JUST ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE LIBERAL EXERTIONS
BY WHICH THE STAGE HAS BEEN RESCUED FROM
AN IGNOMINIOUS PROSCRIPTION,

THE CONTRAST,

(BEING THE FIRST ISSAY OF AMERICAN GENIUS IN THE
DRAMATIC ART)

IS MOST RESPECTF ULI"DEDICATED

TO

~

THE PRESIDENT axp MEMBERS or THE

Dramatic Aflociation,

BY
THEIR MOST OBLIGED
AND

MOST GRATEFUL SERVANT,

THOMAS WIGNELL.

Pur LAllfPHlA,z
1 January, 1790,
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Advertilement.

THE Subfcribers (to whom the Editor thank-
fully profefles his obligations) may reafonably
exped an apology for the delay, which has at-
tended the appearance of THE CONTRAST ;
but, as the true caufe cannot be declared with-
out lcading to a difcuflion, which the Editor
wifhes to avoid, he hopes, that the care and ex-
pence, which have been beftowed upon this
work, will be accepted, without further ferutiny,

as an atonement for his feeming negligence.

In juftice to the Author, however, it may be
proper to obferve, that this Comedy has many
claims to the public indulgence, independent
of its intrinfic merits: It is the firft cffay of
American genius in a difficult {pecies of com-
pofition; it was written by one, who never cri-

tically

<7



viii ADVERTISEMENT.

tically ftudied ‘the rules of the drama, and, in-
deed, had feen but few of the exhibitions of the
ftage ; it was undertaken and finifhed in the
courfc of three weeks; and the profits of one
night’s performancc were appropriated to the

benefit of the fufferers by the fire at Boffor.

Thefe confiderations will therefore it is hoped,
fupply in the clofet the advantages, that are dc-
rived from reprefentation, and difpofe the read-
er to join in the applaufe, which has been be-
ftowed on this Comedy by numerous and judi-
cious audiences in the Theatres of Philadelphia,
New-York, and Muryland.



OF

SUBSCRIBERS.

THE Prefident of the United States.

s

A

Roger Alden, Efq. New-York, 2 copies.
Samuel Anderfon, Efg.
Mr. Henry Anderfon.
Mr. George Arnold. ‘
g g

Mr. W. Alexander, Philadelphia.

Mr. Jofeph Anthony, .

Mr. Thomas P. Anthony. ‘ ‘

. . -
Alexander Aikman, Efg. Ifland of Jjmaica, 20 copies:
e
J- Barrell, Efg. Bofton. =

Dr. Richard Bayley, New-York.
William Banyer, Efq. RO |
Mr. Geerge N. Bleecker., o
George Bond, Equ.



Col. MANLY;
DimpLE,
VANROUGH,

JEssamy,

JonaTnaN,

CHARLOTTE,
MAR1a,
LETITIA,

_;&JENNY.

Charaéters.

New-York.
Mr Henry.
Mr Hallam.
Mr Morris:
Mr Harper:
Mr Wignell.

Mrs Morris.
Mrs Harper.
Mrs Kenna.
Mifs Tuke.

. SERVANTS.

Maryland.
Mr Hallam.
Mr Harper.
Mr Morris.
Mr Biddle.
Mr Wignell.

Mrs Morrise
Mrs Harper.
Mrs Williamyori.
Mils W. Tuke.

.

ScENe, NEW-YORK,

——e > BIPP T PLLOEC—

N. B. 'The lines marked with inverted commas, ¢ thus” are
omitted in the reprefentation,



