As they are used to wear, afxd let the boys 5
Bring flowers in last month’s newspapers.

Let be be finale of seem.’ _

The only emperor is the emperor of ice-cream.

The Emperor of Ice-Cream®

~Call the roller of big cigars,
The muscular one, and bid him V\&hi}g
In kitchen cups concupiscent curds. ‘ L0
Let the wenches dawdle in such dress '{ﬁiiﬁgr& fght(ix Sergsgsleal; ;)f(;igbs, hat sheet )
' On which she embroidered fantails® once
~ And spread it so as to cover her face.

If her horny feet protrude, they come
" To show how cold she is, and dumb. 1
" Let the lamp affix its beam. ’ ‘ $
" The only emperor is the emperor of ice-cream.

! ‘ 5. In 1933 Stevens wrote to William Rose Be

I think I should select from my poems as

favorite the Emperor of Ice Cream. This wea

eliberately commonplace costume, and-yet seer

{ to me to contain something of the essential g

| diness of poetry; that is the reason why I like it

| In alater letter to Benét, he continued: “1 do 1

| remember the circumstances under which th

| poem was written, unless this means the state’

[ mind from which it came. I dislike niggling, ar

like letting myself go. This poem is an instance

| letting myself go. .. . This represented what wi

! inymy mind at the moment, with the least possib|

| manipulation” (Letters, pp. 263-64).

6. Literally, lustful milk solids. Stevens wrolte,

“however, that “the words ‘concupiscent curds’ havi ;

no genealogy; they are merel expressive: at leag

- I hope they are expressive. T)llley express the coy

cupiscence of life, but, by contrast with the thirig

in relation in the poem, they EXpress or accer

tuate life’s destitution, and it is this that gives they

sarr§ething more than a cheap lustre” (Letters, p
S04

1923, 1931

I the. true sense of Let be be tli:xii‘t’i;\ali
of swm is let being becen‘;ee t'hesif:rlt‘cicé on or
: : i . in short,
> appearin to be: 3 :
dfmng;iﬁg good. The poem is ?;?Y:?:gsxl;{sk?:
%—“m;::;t {ce cream, but,ahout eing asa g ;s; nguished
;?-om peeming to be” (Letters, p- 4 co'n i
; concluding section of a musica compagition
“ f)i"teen foud and full of flourishes. Also, the
catastrophe. . od
i ished wood. ‘
g E’iam,;;:ﬁ:;ord fantails does not mean fans,

but fantail pigeons . . .~ (Letters, p- 500). | .
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