Essay #1: Rewrites, Correction Symbols, Common Errors
                                                       English 206/2


Rules for rewrites

1. You are permitted and encouraged to rewrite essay #1 for a higher grade.

2. The grade on your rewrite will be averaged against the first grade. Thus, for example, a C on the first essay and a B+ on the rewrite will earn you a B-.
3. The grade on your rewrite cannot go down; however, there is no guarantee that it will go up.

4. Rewrites MUST make any and all corrections indicated in the margins.

5. Rewrites which ONLY correct errors indicated in the margins will not earn a higher grade. They must also make more substantive changes based on the comments at the end of the essay. You are encouraged to make further large-scale improvements, if applicable.

6. All rewrites are due by Thursday, April 12. This is the last day I can accept them.
7. All rewrites must be accompanied by a copy of the first draft which I have marked up.
Basic correction symbols

   — good point; keep going

W/C — improper word choice (I often follow this mark with a replacement word if the intended meaning is obvious)


  — insert (there’s something missing: e.g.,   ,   insert comma;     .       insert period)
 ¶   — you need a new paragraph


· transpose words (reverse the order)


· delete (letter[s] or word[s] to be deleted are in the circle, or it’s crossed out and there’s a line trailing from it)

 — close up space (delete)

lc, uc — put double-underlined letter in lower- or uppercase, respectively

?  — unclear statement

?? — very questionable claim

Common errors
1. Walt Whitman’s Proto-Leaf

2. Whitman’s “Leaves of Grass”; Royall Tyler’s “The Contrast”; Phillis Wheatley’s On the Death of Mr. Whitefield
3. It has been argued that the lilac represents sacrifice, however it could also represent a way in which Whitman is attempting to form a bridge between life and death, this can be seen in stanza 13 page 52 of Connaroe, “…yet the star holds me.”

4. Looking closely at this description, however; we begin to recognize that Melville is asking the reader to recognize the ironic relationship between the metaphor and the events of the story.

5. Accompanying Delano were a few Spanish crew members and a plethora of slaves. Also, at some point Cereno and Babo huddle away in privacy, leaving Delano to himself. This was considered rude and very unacceptable according to the standard decorum that captains followed at the time.
6. In the case of Melville his readers observe the space of a legal office and it’s occupants as seen through the eyes of the owner.
