Fall 2008

English 201: Five British Authors

Final Paper Assignment

The Assignment:

Write a well-organized essay in response to one of the following prompts. You do not have to address every aspect of the prompt, but you should develop a cohesive and clear thesis that addresses at least one part of the prompt. If none of these topics appeal to you, you may also develop your own topic, but that topic must cover both Sense and Sensibility and Hard Times and you must clear that topic with me by Tue. Dec 2nd
1.

Compare and contrast the narrators of Hard Times and Sense and Sensibility. Each novel, to perhaps differing degrees, critiques its society’s social problems with respect to social class, consequence and their affects on love and marriage plots. To what extent and in what ways does each narrator participate in that critique? What are the chief strategies each uses in its critique (verbal irony, situational irony, dramatic irony, advocacy, caricature, sentimentalizing, spectacularizing, or attributing exceptionality and/or moral authority to particular characters over others?). You might choose to focus on comparing one character or pair of characters or one issue (the need for genuine expression of feeling/imagination; the need for meaningful employment and activity to healthy growth).

2.

Consider the seduction plots in both Sense and Sensibility and Hard Times and focus specifically on the characterizations of each novel’s “rake” figure: In what ways do Mr. Willoughby in Sense and Sensibility and James Harthouse in Hard Times fulfill or not fulfill the function of the rake figure in their respective novels? How does each novel seem to present a position on the question of whether or not a rake can reform? What makes Willoughby a specifically Romantic character and Harthouse a specifically Victorian one?

3.

Consider the “sister plots” in Sense and Sensibility and Hard Times. To what extent and in relation to what kind of plot (education, marriage, vocation, inheritance, etc) does each plot present a kind of competition between sisters? Do the sisters develop their own sense of good behavior and/or happiness by comparing and contrasting themselves to their sisters? Are the sisters equally the subjects of their respective novels’ education plots?

Length: 5-8 pages

Due Date: Thursday Dec. 4, beginning of class (if you would like comments from me and the ability to revise, you may turn in a COMPLETE draft to me)
OR you may simply turn in your final draft on Wed, Dec 10th by NOON in my box in the English department office on the 6th floor of Wheatley Hall

No extensions will be granted unless you approve the extension with me before the due date.
