Fall 2008
English 201: Five British Writers

Midterm Take home exam: Twelfth Night
The Assignment:

This assignment asks you to read, annotate, and explain through careful quotation and analysis how Orsino’s last speech at the end of act five does or does not provide closure to Shakespeare’s play. Remember that comedy traditionally allows for a brief period of social disorder which, by the resolution of the play, should have been returned to “normal.” How does Orsino’s speech highlight issues that either have been resolved or may remain unresolved at the end of the play? In other words, to what extent have things and/or people returned to “normal?” This assignment asks you to turn in both your annotation of the passage and the short essay that contains your findings. See further instructions below.
The passage:

Pursue him and entreat him to a peace.

He hath not told us of the captain yet.

When that is known, and golden time convents,

A solemn combination shall be made

Of our dear souls. Meantime, sweet sister,

We will not part from hence. Cesario, come—

For so you shall be while you are a man,

But when in other habits you are seen,

Orsino’s mistress and his fancy’s queen. (5.1.373-381)

Steps: 

1) To write this short essay well, you need to understand the passage extremely well. Retype the passage on a separate sheet of paper and triple space it. Then, annotate it carefully, going word by word, line by line, sentence by sentence, as we annotated the play’s first speech together on the board in class.  Underline any words, details, phrases or images that seem important to you and take notes as to their significance in the margins. You will be turning in this annotation with the short essay, so be sure to write down any and all thoughts you have about his diction, imagery, syntax. Be sure also to take not of whom each part of his speech addresses. 

2) After you’ve annotated the passage, consider what kinds of claims you might make about the issues that are resolved or left unresolved. Take note of how particular words and phrases in the speech support your claims.

3) Write up your findings in a short essay. Remember that your essay must have a clear and specific thesis that indicates not just what the issues are that are or are not resolved, but also how the specific language of the passage leaves the issues resolved or unresolved. The bulk of the evidence you use to support your thesis should come from this speech, not from summary of the play’s plot. Your thesis should require you to go to the language of the passage to support your claim. If you find yourself relying on summary or paraphrase, you will need to go back to the language of the passage and use your own analysis instead. 

Short Essay Length: No less than two and no more than three pages, double spaced, 12 pt. standard font, 1 inch margins.

Due: Thursday, March 16 at the beginning of class.
**Note: To get full credit on this exam you must turn in both the short essay and the annotation.**
