Five British Authors

CHAUCER, The Canterbury Tales
“The Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale”

Issues for Discussion

A.  The Prologue’s Information

1.  Glance at the General Prologue’s description of the pardoner.  What does a pardoner do?  What is this pardoner carrying?

2.  The pardoner’s own Prologue explains that he gives sermons.  What is the moral of his sermons?

3.  The pardoner’s own Prologue describes two relics that he displays.  What does he claim about the shoulder bone and the mitten?

4.  The pardoner’s own Prologue describes the intention of his sermons and tales—does he follow the moral of his own tale?

B.  The Tale’s Sermon

Glance at and summarize the pardoner’s lecture on:


1.  Gluttony


2.  Drunkenness


3.  Gambling


4.  Swearing

C.  The Tale


1.  Who is the old man?


2.  What do the three revelers-drinkers find?


3.  How is the youngest man killed?


4.  How are the two others “left behind” killed?

D.  The Reader’s Interpretation of the Moral

We will discuss these issues as a class.  Be ready to discuss:

a.  TALE/PROLOGUE RELATIONSHIP.  

How does the pardoner’s tale fit into his prologue and earlier sermon? How does this tale support his sermons?  Are we supposed to discount the tale after hearing the prologue, as we know the tale is a “trick”? 

b. TELLER/LISTENER RELATIONSHIP.  

In the host’s reaction, we are given an image of a listener’s response to the tale.  How are we, as readers, supposed to take the tale?  Why have we been given insight into the teller of the tale, not only the tale?

