Five British Authors

Discussion Questions:

Wife of Bath Prologue and Tale

QUESTIONS  FOR PROLOGUE 

1.  Why is the Wife of Bath’s prologue longer than her tale?  

2.   Is the Wife saying that a woman should want control in a marriage more that she wants love in marriage?

3. Does the Wife advocate female sexuality?  

QUESTIONS FOR TALE:

1.  Why does Wife tell a “polite” tale about knights and ladies—especially after her baudy prologue?

2.  Why is a “bid” knight (a rapist!) rewarded?  Why does the old woman change at the end?

3.  What does the knight discover women want?  How does this connect to the prologue?

4.  Are women in control of men throughout this tale?  Who controls knowledge, action, and fate in this tale?

