ENGL 201: Five British Writes








Group Projects Schedule
WEEK 13

T Nov 25
Boland, Outside History & Group Presentation Preparation
R Dec 27 
Thanksgiving Break

WEEK 14

T Dec 2
Boland, Outside History & Group Presentation Preparation
R Dec 4
Boland, Outside History/ Final Papers due if you would like a chance to 



revise
WEEK 15

T Dec 9
Group Presentations
R Dec 11 
Group Presentations Last Class Day
M Dec 15 
Final Papers Due ** Note Change from Assignment Sheet**
Essay Three

In lieu of a final exam, your final project will ask you to consider what kinds of historical context help you understand a literary text.  Over the course of the semester, we’ve read novels published in editions featuring varied supporting materials—cultural, critical, historical, artistic—aimed at opening up the book to various sorts of reading.  The editors of these editions have chosen different modes to help readers understand the ways in which a particular text might be read—and to make reading a text a more fruitful experience.   Because Eavan Boland is a contemporary author, there is not yet a critical edition of Outside History in existence. Your job as a class is to assemble materials that would help create an edition of Outside History that would be useful and appropriate for a college-level course like English 206.

First, you’ll divide into groups responsible for covering one type of resource—cultural, critical, historical, or artistic.  Each student will bring two possibilities for resources to class on Tuesday, Dec 2.  The group will discuss approaches to Outside History and decide what materials might work well.  Each student will then choose ONE resource to focus on for the essay and for your last informal writing.  
For the informal writing (due Thursday, Dec 11th), you will write a 2 page essay that describes your resource and explains briefly how it will help the readers of Outside History to understand Boland’s poetry.  I will expect you to show a clear understanding of the text and I will expect you to apply the source to at least one poem, including an argument that explains why the source is especially helpful.  

Your part of the group project will consist of your source (you may excerpt 2-3 key paragraphs if it is a long account or article) and your short, informal assignment.  See the Norton edition of Hard Times or the Broadview Edition of Sense and Sensibility for examples.  Each group will compile these individual elements into a section.  You should divide responsibility for organizing and compiling this material.  On Thursday, Dec 11, you will give a group presentation on your section and the resources you found.  Your group will have ten minutes to present, and you should be ready to practice on Tuesday, Dec. 9th.  I will also ask you to write a brief assessment of the process by which you arrived at your final result, including an anonymous evaluation of how much each group member contributed to the completion of your project.  You should submit your sections on paper and electronically.  I will compile and electronic version of our edition to post on the class website.

