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E 201: FIVE BRITISH WRITERS



 


Fall/2007
TOPICS: PAPER # 1 -- due Oct 12th
Papers on Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice or Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales should be shaped around a critical point: evaluative and/or analytical.  Essays should be clear and coherent: each should be focused on a single topic which is developed through argument and evidence to arrive at a conclusion.  Papers should be typed (prepared on a computer, if possible), double-spaced, with margins, numbered pages and proof read.  Write on one of the following, compose your own question and clear it with me or combine elements of one or more questions:


  1]
What is the relevance or what are the implications of the title of either or both works?  How fitting are these titles?

  2]
Austen said that “three or four families in a country village is the very thing to work on.” She also described her work as a “small square two inches of ivory.”  Do you agree?  What are the implications of these remarks?  

  3]
Do you agree with W.H. Auden on Austen?  He wrote: “You could not shock her more than she shocks me....It makes me most uncomfortable to see an English spinster of the middle class...reveal so frankly and with such sobriety the economic basis of society.”


  4]
“Jane Austen’s is an extended, exploratory, dangerously subversive art, and is neither harmlessly decorative nor picturesquely provincial,” writes Peter Conrad.  Do you agree?


  5]
Many critics focus on irony in Pride and Prejudice.  Where do you find irony?  How does understanding irony help explain the novel?


  6]
Austen described Elizabeth Bennet “as delightful a creature as ever appeared in print.” Discuss the attractions and limitations of this character.


  7]
How do the sub-plots of Pride and Prejudice -- the Collins-Charlotte, the Lydia-Wickham and
 

the Jane-Bingley story lines -- set off the main plot: the Elizabeth-Darcy story?


  8]
Why is Lady Catherine de Bough in the novel?


  9]
Discuss the significance of places in the novel, particularly Longbourn, Netherfield, Brighton, Rosings and Pemberley.


10]
Eudora Welty said of Austen: “She wrote from a perfectly solid and firm foundation, and her work is wholly affirmative.” Austen’s comedy is “sociable and positive, and exacting.”  Do you agree?

11]
Compare Austen’s novel with a film treatment of Pride and Prejudice.  What is gained and what is lost in the film treatment?

12]
Compare the narrators of Pride and Prejudice and The Canterbury Tales.  How does each narrator serve the purpose of the work in which she/he appears?


13]
Both Chaucer and Austen have been called satirical.  How does their satire compare?  
Note: consult dictionaries of literary terms for “irony,” “satirical,” “narrators,” “sub-plot,” etc.  For example:
http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/lit_terms/ or

http://www.uncp.edu/home/canada/work/allam/general/glossary.htm.
