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I (60%) Comment in one paragraph (3-7 sentences) each on the significance of three of the following passages. Discuss the ways each quotation either informs the work from which it is taken and/or reveals the writer’s style and vision.   (Respond to quotes from Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales and Austen’s Pride and Prejudice.)

  1]

He was a fat and personable priest;



His prominent eyeballs never seemed to settle.



They glittered like the flames beneath a kettle….



He was not pale like a tormented soul. 



He liked a fat swan best, and roasted whole. 



– the Monk, from “Prologue”

  2]

So if this tale had better not be heard,



Just turn the page and choose another sort;



You’ll find them here in plenty, long and short;



Many historical, that will profess



Morality, good breeding, saintliness.



Do not blame me if you should choose amiss.



The Miller was a churl, I’ve told you this,



So was the Reeve, and other some as well,



And harlotry was all they had to tell.



Consider then and hold me free of blame;



And why be serious about a game?  

Chaucer, from “Words Between the host and the Miller,” 

Introduction to “The Miller’s Tale”
   3]

‘My lords,’ he said, ‘in churches where I preach



I cultivate a haughty kind of speech



And ring it out as roundly as a bell;



I’ve got it all by heart, the tale I tell.



I have a text, it always is the same



And always has been, since I learnt the game,



Old as the hills and fresher than the grass,



Radix malorum est cuititas.'  [Money is the root of evil.]



-- Chaucer, from “The Pardoner’s Prologue” to “The Pardoner’s Tale” 

  4]
Charlotte Lucas: "Happiness in marriage is entirely a matter of chance.”  Pride and Prejudice

  5]
Darcy admits that vanity is pride.  “But pride -- where there is a real superiority of mind, pride will always be under good regulation.” Pride and Prejudice 


  6]
Narrator: “Mr. Collins was not a sensible man...a mixture of pride and obsequiousness, self-importance and humility.” Pride and Prejudice
  7]
Narrator: “To Elizabeth it appeared, that had her family made an agreement to expose themselves as much as they could during the evening, it would have been impossible for them to play their parts with more spirit, or finer success.” Pride and Prejudice
  8]
Lizzie in a “high flutter” entering Pemberley Woods: “at that moment she felt, that to be mistress of Pemberley might be something!” Pride and Prejudice
  9]
Did Darcy admire her for her “impudence,” Lizzie asks?   “For the liveliness of your mind,” he tells her.  Pride and Prejudice

10]
Think when we talk of horses, that you see them


Printing their proud hoofs I’ th’ receiving earth;


For ‘tis your thoughts that now must deck our kings. -- Prologue: Chorus Henry V

11]
Now all the youth of England are on fire,


And silken dalliance in the wardrobe lies…


O England, model of thy inward greatness,


Like little body with a mighty heart,


What mightst thou do, that honor would thee do,


Were all they children kind and natural. --  Chorus Act II Henry V

12]
King threatens destruction for all in Harfleur: “I will not leave the half-achieved Harfleur/ Till in her ashes she lie buried.”  Bloodthirstiness or strategy to win surrender without a fight? (89)*  Governor yields and King shows mercy. – Henry V
13]
This story shall the good man teach his son,
We few, we happy few, we band of brothers;
For he to-day that sheds his blood with me
Shall be my brother; be he ne'er so vile,
This day shall gentle his condition:
And gentlemen in England now a-bed
Shall think themselves accursed they were not here,
And hold their manhoods cheap whiles any speaks
That fought with us upon Saint Crispin's day. – King before Agincourt Henry V
II (40%) Discuss in two to three paragraphs how the structure of one of these sonnets by 

              Shakespeare supports his themes.  That is, explain how he makes form and function


  fuse.



My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun;



Coral is far more red than her lips’ red; 



If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun;



If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head,



I have seen roses damasked, red and white,



But no such roses see I in her cheeks;



And in some perfumes is there more delight



Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks.



I love to hear her speak; yet well I know



That music hath a far more pleasing sound:



I grant I never saw a goddess go;



My mistress, when she walks, treads on the ground.



And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare



As any she belied with false compare.



-- Shakespeare, Sonnet # 130



When my love swears that she is made of truth



I do believe her, though I know she lies, 



That she might think me some untutored youth,



Unlearned in the world's false subtilties.



Thus vainly thinking that she thinks me young,



Although she knows my days are past the best,



Simply I credit her false-speaking tongue;



On both sides thus is simple truth suppressed.



But wherefore says she not she is unjust?



And wherefore say not I that I am old?



Oh, love's best habit is in seeming trust,



And age in love loves not to have years told.



Therefore I lie with her and she with me,



And in our faults by lies we flattered be.



-- Shakespeare, Sonnet # 138

